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inquiries had been made, and it had been
reported by the head of the branch that,
although as striet an inspection as was
desived had not been made, still the
neglect was not sufficient to cause the
officer’s services to be dispensed with.
Tt had been said that £60¢ had been lost
by the department. That was not so.
The Crown Law Department were now
making a c¢laim on the parties concerned
with a view to recovering the amount
owing.

Other items agreed to ;
passed.

vote put and

Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier : Papers on Applica-
tions for Loans in connection with the
Stirling Estate,

BILL—POLICE FORCE (CONSOLI-
DATION).

Received from the Legislative Couneil.
and on motion by the Premier read a
first thine.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 11.28 o’clogk
until the next day.
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Questlons

The SPEAKER took the Chair
4.30 o'clock p.w.

Prayers.
QUESTION
WAY LANDS RESUMPTION.
Mr, STONE asked the Premier:
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he consider the advisability of resumi
all unimproved land within ten miles .
new railway lines in agrieultural distrie

for the purposes of close settlement,

the value of the said land prior to t

construetion of such railways?
The PREMIER replied: Provisien

made in all new Railway Bills that ba

been introdnced for the resumption

areas of not less than 1,000 acres, a
certain blocks are being inspected at t

present time. The eclause referred

reads as follows:—
“At any time after the passing
this Aet, and until the expiration
twelve months from the publication

notice in the Government Gazetle ¢
claring the railway open for traffie, t
Governor may, with the object of e

eouraging the cultivation and

sett

meunt of the land, compulsorily purch:
any land in pareels of not less thano
thousand acres, each parcel being t
property of one person or two or me¢

persons jointly or in

common, a

sitnated within Hfteen iles on eitl
side of the line of railway, and whi
land is certified by the Minister §

Lands as suitable for eloser agricultu

settlement : Provided that noe land sh
be compulsorily purchased until |
Land Purchase Board has favoural

reported thereon.”
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QUESTION—CATTLE FROM TICK
AREA,

Mr. MALE asked the Minister for
Agriculiure: 1, Is he aware that it is
reported that a shipment of ecattle which
have come from the tick area was made
at Derby, on or about the 17th instant,
per “Moira”? 2, Has hé given any per-
mission for these eattle to be brought
through clean country, and shipped from
a clean port? 3, If he is not aware of
this shipment having been made, will he
cause inquiries to be made as to this ship-
ment, and where these cattle have been
brought from? 4, If it is found that
these cattle have been driven from the
tick area, what steps will he take to pre-
vent the recurrence of such an offence?
5, Should it be found that these ecatile
have brought tick into the elean herds,
what steps will be taken to have them
eradicated and the clean cattle protected
from the disease?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE replied: 1, No. 2, No, 3, Yes.
4, Prosecution will follow. 35, Infected
herds will be quarantined and the owners
required to take necessary steps to eradi-
cate the pest.

QUESTION — OVERPAYMENT
SUBSIDIES TO
TIES.

Mr. TROY, for Mr. H. Brown, and
pursuani to notice, asked the Premier:
Is it the intention of the Government to
move for the reappointment of a Select
Comuuittee to inquire inte and report
upon the overpayment of subsidies to
various municipalities in the State during
the past six years?

The PREMIER replied: As the
hon. member has given notice of his
jntention to move for the appointment of
such a Committee, there is ne need for
the Government to take farther action in
the maller,

OF
MUNICIPALI-

QUESTION—RATILIWAY
LINE, CUE.

Mr. HEITMANN asked the Minister
for Railways: 1, When 1s a start to be
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made with the construction of the Cue
Wood-line? 2, What is the reason for
delay?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: 1, Sleepers and rails are now
on the way. 2, Cutting of necessary
sleepers and failure of contractor to
make arrangements for receiving the
material at Nallan,

QUESTION—SEWAGE FILTER-
BEDS.

Mr. SCADDAN asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Were the plans and specifica-
tions for the filter-beds at Burswood Is-
land, upon which tenders were called and
the contraet let, the same as originally de-
signed and drawn up and submitted for
approval to Mr. Davis, the consulting en-
gineer? 2, Were the plans or speecifica-
tions altered after the contract had been
let, and, if so, in what manner? 3, What
was the height of the walls of each filter-
bed—{a.) As originally designed? (b.}
As provided in the specifications upon
which the contract was let? (c.) As com-
pleted by the contractor? 4, Were the
walls conpleted by the contractor as pro-
vided in the specifications of contract? 5,
If not, why not? 6, Who was the officer
that made the tests of the site upon which
these beds are placed? 7, What pressure
or weight did he state in his report that
this site was eapable of carrying? 8§,
What is the weight of each filter-bed as
constructed? 9, Has there been a subsi-
dence of the walls? 10, Will it be neces-
sary, bhefore the beds are used, to place
any farther weight upon the walls? If
so, how mueh? 11, What was the total
cost in conneetion with these beds? 12,
When were they completed, and when will
they be put in use?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, The plans were the same. No
plans were submitted to Mr. Davies; these
were only drawn up immediately prior to
the letting of the contract. 2, Yes, as ex-
plained in No. 3. 3, The height of the
open wall was—{a.) Five feet, (1.} Five
feet. (c.) Filter No. 5, 3ft. Tin.; Filter
No. 6, 2ft. 9in.; Filter No. 7, 2ft. 1lin.;
Filter No. §, 3ft. 7in. 4 and 5, No. The
filters were eut down in height as set forth
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in 3, as the indications of settlement ren-
dered it inadvisable to ecomplete to the
full beight. The decrease in height does
not render the filters less efficient in re-
lation to their cubic capacity. 6, The
tests of the site were made by Mr. Nenj-
har, under the direction of Mr. Hickson,
the ofticer at present in charge of outside
works. 7, One ton to the square foot. 8§,
Filter No. 5, 4.0ewt. per square foot;
Filter No. 6, 3.dewt. per square foot;
Filter No. 7, 4.3cwt. per square foot;
Filter No. 8, 4.0cwt. per square foot.
9, Yes. 10, It is proposed to place a grid
work of distributing pipes and fixed noz-
zles on the surface of the filters. These
will not increase the load more than 3 per
eent. 11, £7,000. 12, 17th April, 1907.
They will be probably be put into use in
from seven to nine menths’ time.

QUESTION—SEWERAGE SCHEME
INQUIRY.

Mr. SCADDAN asked the Premier: 1,
In view of the large amount of expendi-
ture contemplated in connection with the
Perth Sewerage Scheme, the admitted pax-
tial failures in the work already done in
this eonneetion, and the statements in the
public Press, eharging the Departmental
Officials with incompetence and waste of
money due to their inexperience in Sewer-
age engineering, is it the intention of the
Governmeni to appoint a Royal Comms-
sion to investigate and report? 2, If not,
why not?

The PREMIER replied: The main
criticism directed against the scheme
has Dheen in connection with the

filter-heds on Burswood Island. These
four filter-beds were completed on
the Tth Aprl.  Settlement has taken
place, but at a continually diminish-
ing rate. During last month it has
amounted to 5-16th inches. The total
average setllement since construction has
been 7l% inches. This has not been caused
by the edge of the beds sinking into the
goil, but by the general depression of the
surfaee in the vicinity of the beds. There
is no reason to believe that the general
usefulness of the beds is appreciably im-
paired. The selection of foundations is a
purely ahstraet engineering question.
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Since the commencement of the work the
syphon to Burswood Island and the Mount
Bay Stormwater Drain have also heen
criticised. The syphon, which has leen

laid some 5.% months, despite assertions

that it would sink into the hed of the
river, is in the same position as when put
down. In connection with the Mount
Bay Stormwater Drain, it was asserted
that the finished alignment of this work
was very crooked owing to the inaccuraey
of the driving of the headings wherehy
they failed to meet. This was absolutely
incorreet. The statement also that the

«drain had abrupt turns in it owing to the

above eause is also entirely wrong. The
Government, therefore, does not propose
to appoint a Royal Commission.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL IN-

FORMATION AND THE PRESS.

Mr. COLLIER asked the Minister for
Agrienltare: 1, Has any contract been
made as to the publication of matter in
any form, either by advertisement or
otherwise, between the Minister or offi-
cers of the Agricultural Department and
the editor or manager of the Western
Mail? 2, If so, what is the character of
the contraet?

The HONORARY MINISTER re-
plied: 1, No. 2, Answered by No. 1.

The committee of the Franco-British Ex-
hibition have arranged to purchase a
number of copies of the TWestern Mail
and Western crgus for distribution in
London. Both papers econtain photos.
and letterpress in connection with the
work of the Departments of Agrienlture,
Lands, and Mines.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: 1, Return of gold
produced in the Black Range Distriet.
2, Additional Papers re Applications for
and advances on lands in the Stirling
Estate.

MOTION—SEWAGE FILTER-BED
DRAWINGS.

On motion by Mr. Scadden, ordered—

That there be prepared and laid

upm the table of the House Druwings
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of the Filter-Beds at Burswood Island,
to show— (1) Height of walls of each
Filter-Bed, {2) Bottem of each bed as
originally planned, and position of
each at present.

BILL—MOUNT MAGNET - BLACK
RANGE RAILWAY,

Second Reading moved.

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore)
in moving the second reading snid: The
Government in their railway policy, while
desirious of giving every facility to the
many who are situated on the land in
agricultural distriets, have realised that
it is absolutely essential those mining dis-
triets far back from railway commmuni-
eation should likewise have railway faeil-
ities afforded to them; and in the schedule
to the Loan Bill passed in December of
last year, provision was made for Railway
Bills affecting mining distriets, and pro-
vision was made in the loan apprepriation
for a certain amount- of money for the
construction of a railway from Mount
Magnet to Black Range. In conneetion
with this line, it is interesting to note that
in 1894, when gold was first discovered in
this locality, a party consisting of Shil-
lington, Raiph, Smart, Wright, MeIntyre,
and Angelo registered a clalm a little
sonth of the townsite of Nunngarva. Tlus
was sold in the following year, and a small
battery erected on the eclaim. [Mr. Tay-
lor: Who erected that battery?] Owen
Daly. This loeality did not ceme inte
prominence until Payne discoveved al-
luvial, when there was arush to the spot.
Messrs. Howie and Klemtz about this time
discovered an alluvial pateh, afterwards
known as Howie’s pateh, which eontri-
buted to the attraction of population to
that loeality. In the early part of 1893,
£300 was apportioned as the reward for
the discoverv of Black Range goldfield,
and was divided amongst three different
parties. The matter of railway communi-
cation to this distriet has been the subject
of discussion in Parlinment for some
vears. Sir Jehn Forrest, prior to leaving
this State, advocated the connection of the
Murchison railway system with the East-
ern railway system, and Sir Walter
James speaking in the Queen’s Hall in
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1004, on the oecasion of the delivery of
his poliey speech, gave this question pre-
cedence over all others in his public
works programme. He said:—

“T would be willing to ask Parlia-
ment to sanction the extension of the
railway from Magnet to Lawlers for
the purpose of bringing the Victoria
district in  communication with the
Eastern goldfields. That is a work
which might well be undertaken.”

Later on in the following year, prior to
Parliament proroguing, the present mem-
ber for Mount Magnet was suecessful in
carrying a motion to the effeet—

“That in the opinion of this House
it would be in the best interests of the
State and especially of the mining and
agrienltural industries if a railway
were consireted from Mount Magnet
vig Black Range to Lawlers.”

This matter was only brought on a
short time prior to the prorogation,
and -unfortunately was not much
discussed owing to want of time, but
the motion was earried on the voices.
Later on the Rason Administration ex-
pressed their defermination to provide
railway facilities for the latest mining
field of the State, as soon as it could be
shown there was reasonable justification
for the railway. And speaking at Bun-
bury last year 1 also intimated that it
was our intention te give this railway a
place in our public works programme.
Tnadvertently however, when bringing
forward the Loan Bill last session, the
Treasurer omitted to mention the fact
that the Government intended to include
this line in their programme, with the
result that a considerable amount of
capital was made ouf of this, and I be-
lieve the present member for Geraldton
ean thank that faet for his presence in
the House to-day. [Mr. Troy: No fear.]
Notwithstanding that, we heard the mem-
ber most affected by this railway state
only last night that we as a Government
were anxious to award spoils to the vie-
tors, but he surely would be justified in
making an exception in regard to ihis
particular proposal. When the Loan
Bill was introduced into the House last
year, the sum of £132,000 was set apart
for the eonstruction of this railway,
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£71,000 Leing estimated as the cost of
construction—earthworks, clearing, ete.
—and £61,000 was included as the
awonnt for rails and fastenings. As is
invariably the case when new proposals
are mooted, various suggested routes are
bronght mte prominence, and this par-
ticular railway has proved ne exeeption
to the rule. The three proposals which
have been made are, first, for a railway
from Mount Magnet to Black Range,
which will bring that locality within 312
miles of the port of Geraldton, costing
approximately £134,000, and the total
length of the line would be 96 miles. Cue
to Black Range was a ronte suggested,
making Black Range 378 miles from the
seaport, the cost approximately being
£167,000, and the total length of the line
116 miles; while the other proposal was
to construet a line from Nannine to
Black Range, which would mean that the
traffic would have to go from the neavest
port, Geraldton, 415 miles. This line
would cost £155,000, and the new line
would have to be construeted for a dis-
tance of 105 miles. When reviewing the
respective merits of these proposals, the
Government first of all gave considera-
tion to the question as to which line would
be the shortest direet route to the natural
port of that particular district. We re-
cognise that as far as possible it is the
duty of Parliamnt fo give that port
which by virtue of its geographieal posi-
tion is entitled to it the trade due to if,
and it is essential that every considera-
tion shonld be given to that bearing of
the question; also in regard to the gen-
eral utility of the proposed railway, the
cost of construction and the length of
line to be built. I may state in regard to
this proposal that Mount Maguet, where
jt is proposed the line should branch off
from the Murchison goldfields, is sitnated
216 miles from Geraldton, and the length
of the proposed line is 96 miles. It goes

in a general easterly direction from
Mount Magnet, and practically there
are no engineering difficulties. The three

snggested rontes are nearly on a par as
regards engineering difficulties, and it
will be found that each would cost prac-
tically the same amount per mile, plus
the extra freight on sleepers and rails

Raway Bill.

in the event of the line being built
from Cne or Nannine. Thé line will go
easterly through Paynesville, and the
terminus is at Sandstone, the chief mining
centre of the distriet. It is proposed to
adopt the standard gauge of 3 feet 6
inches, with 45-1b. rails and sleepers 6ft.

by 6in. and Sin. by 4in. The ruling
gradient will be 1 in 60, and the
sharpest curve will have a 15-chains

radius. As already intimated, the esti-
mated cost of the line will be practically
£132,000, or roughly £1,370 per mile. The
cost of carvinge of sleepers and other
material will be a considerable item, and
accounts for the higher estimate for eon-
strueting this railway. Mr. John Muir,
Inspector of Engineering Surveys, whe
has examined the various routes, reports
that—

“Taking into eonsideration the main
proposition, that is to conneet the
Black Range Goldfield with the pre-
sent railway system and its natural
port by the most eeconomical means,
and at the same time giving due econ-
sideration to the interests of the coun-
try as a whole, in my opinion, in jus-
tice to the Black Range district, the
point of junction with the existing
railway should be Mt, Magnet. Suech
Junetion would bring it 66 miles nearer
its natural port than the Cue proposal,
and 103 miles nearer than by the Nan-
nine proposal. There is also the sav-
ing in cost in favour of the Magnét
route of £33,000 in one case and
£21,000 in the other. Apart from the
saving in first eost, it would I think be
a monstrous thing to handiecap this
promising distriet for all time with the
extra rail hanlage, rendered necessary
by the adoption of either the Cue or
Nannine proposals, Again, too, this
line will undoubtedly be extended to
junction with the Eastern Goldfields
railway system in the near future, and
a glance at the map will demeonstrate
at once that the most reasonable con-
nection would be from Mt Magnet to
Leonora via Black Range and Law-
lers.”

He farther states that—

“From an engineering point of view,

the relative proposals are much the
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same, and in any of them I consider

a surface line with, say, a 1 in 60

grade should be practically obtained

throughout.”

Members who have visited the loeality wiil
bear out the report of Mr. Muir, inas-
much as the ecountry throughont the
whole of the Murchison distriet is very
similar. I will glance briefly at the
localities to be served by the railway if
construeted. The population of the dis-
trict is about 2,000 souls, mostly congre-
grated at Sandstone. The other eentres
comprise Nungaira, Maninga Marley,
Birrigrin, Montague Ranges, Hancocks,
the public battery district, and the You-
and-Me couniry. The last-mentioned is
now some 30 miles distant from railway
communication; but the construction of
this line will bring it within 30 miles.
I am indebted to the member for the dis-
treit (Mr. Troy) for some little infor-
mation showing the condition of this
district. He tells me that quite
recently a Mr. Toohey brought to
Mt. Magnet 10 tons of stone which when
treated yielded 3% ounces to the tom;
and there is every reason to believe that
from the construetion of this railway in-
creased mining development will resuli
in many directions, and no doubt the
population also will rapidly increase.

Mr. Holman: What is the distance
from Montague?

Mr. Troy: It is 25 miles.

Mr, Heitmann: It is 47 miles.

The PREMIER: Two mineral leases
representing five acres bave been taken
up in the vieinity of the proposed rail-
way, and 195 gold-mining leases of 2,039
acres, while an additional 29 have heen
applied for, having an area of 311 acres.
An additional mineral lease, representing
two acres, has also been applied for.
Nine homestead leases are held, repre-
senting 1,530 acres, and three more have
heen applied for with an area of 29 acres.
In addition to the mineral leases a large
extent of pastoral country is available for
selection within 15 miles of the route, and
amounts approximately to 600,000 acres,
while some 1,245,920 acres are held nnder
pastoral lease, making a total area of
pastoral land within 15 miles of the rail-
way of a little less than 2,000,000 acres.

(4)
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I may mention that when I passed through
the district there was excellent feed
and it was not ‘an exeeptionally good
season, and on looking up the records
I find that the rainfall for the past nine
years bas averaged eight inches. In deal-
ing with a proposal of suech magnitude it
is necessary to give members full infor-
mation, and to quote not only from the
reports of the railway engineers but also
of the State Mining Engineer, who was
sent to the distriet to investigate. Mr.
Montgomery, first of all, in his report
presented late last year on the mining
developments north of  Geraldton,
states: —

“From the immediate point of view
of the Black Range Distriet the line
via Nannine would be a very long
roundabout route, all produce and ma-
chinery from the coast having to travel
211 miles round two long sides of a
triangle of which the peints are Mount
Magnet, Nannine, and Black Range,
instead of 86 miles along a much
shorter third side, forming the direct
route via Mount Magnet. Even if the
Bastern and Northern railway systems
were connected at Nannine via Black
Range, a short eonnection from Black
Range to Mount Magnet would be im-
mensely useful for connecting the in-
terior goldfields with the coast at Ger-
aldton.”

Mr. Holman: Read the first part of his
report.
The PREMIER: You can read that
when you speak. He farther states:—
“Under existing cirenmstances, and
with the present outlook of the mining
fields eoncerned, I would advocate the
direct line from Mt. Magnet to Nunn-
garra and Sandstone as the one first
to be made, with eventual——
Perhaps this will please the hon. mem-
ber——

extension northward to Redcastle, Bar-
rambie, Burnakurra, and Nannine. A
short spur line to Birrigrin and Mon-
tague might beecome necessary in time,
and there is some possibility of its
having to be extended to Mount Town-
send, there being a belt of likely
mineral couniry in that direction.”
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When it is borne in mind that at the
present time the East Muorchison Gold
Mining Company, at Lawlers, are able to
make four pennyvweights pay, some idea
can be formed of the possibilities ahead
of the Black Range District; and we
must remember there have heen some
high yields in that distriet, as well as a
nunmber of low-grade shows which it will
be possible to work satisfactorily when
railway facilities are afforded, more es-
pecially in view of what I learnt on my
recent visit to the distriet, at a funetion
when a responsible mine-owner siated
that the saving per ton would be from £2
to £2 10s. should the railway be con-
struected. Considerable attenfion is now
being directed by various prospectors to
Paynesville or East Mount Magnet; and
I understand arrangements are being
made at the present moment for the eree-
tion there of a private hatfery. The Sir
George mine at Mount Magnet was re-
cently purchased by the Great Boulder
Proprietary for £10,000. A 20-head bat-
tery is to be erected on this property;
and it is a sign of revival of interest
in the district when sueh a powerful com-
pany is prepared fo take up a property
and promptly proceed with the erection
of a mill. The State Mining Engineer
has pointed out that Barrambie, Burna-
kurra, Redeastle, Paynesville, and Birri-
grin would benefit by the construction of
this line; and it must also be horne in
mind that there is promising eountry be-
tween Black Range and Lake Way. By
the construction of the line Barrambie
will be brought 30 miles nearer to a rail-
way and Lake Way 55 miles nearer. I
would like to correet one statement I
have made with reference to the length
of the line. The estimated length of fhe
line to Black Range was 96 miles, but
the permanent survey has now been rom-
pleted to Sandstone, and I find that as a
result the total length from Mount Mag-
net to Sandstone is 93 miles 40 chains, or
2% wmiles less than we estimated. The
district of Bellechambers, some 20 miles
south-west of Sandstone, is of consider-
ahle promise, and owing to recent de-
velopments applications have heen made
for a publie battery to be erected there.

Sandstone is of course the principal
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wining centre. It may be intevesting to
know that the Oroya-Black Range Com-
pany, which is the prineipal mining com-
pany operating there, spent £90,000 on
the mine in erecting machinery and ecar-
rving ont different development work he-
fore the battery commenced to crush. In
addition to that they spent £22.000 in
road tramsport. A 20-head baltery is
now running, and [ understand that a
profit of £4,000 resulted from the first
month’s elean up. In the event of this
company deciding to erect a slimes plant
it will necessitate a farther increase in
voad transport expenditure. The wages
paid on the mine to date are approxi-
mately £30,000, and the monthly pay is
within a trifle of £3,000, while the ma-
chinery erected on the mine cost
£35,000. The expenditure on fire-
wood per month is £260, and the
total cost of cartage paid to the
30th June last was £19,000. In addi-
tion to the properties I have already
mentioned there is the Kohinoor,
a lease of 150 acres, on which it is ex-
pected operations will be carvied on on
a large scale in the near future. This
lease is situaled between Nunngarra and
Sandstone. While T was in the district
I had an opportunity of visiting these
workings as well as the workings ai Han-
cock’s, whieh property has recently been
aequired by the Black Range G.M. Com-
pany, and has erushed 115 tons for a
yield of 909 ozs. while the sands averaged
over Zozs. per ton, so that the average
for the 115 tons was 10ozs. per ton. This
is evidenece of the richness of some of the
shows in this loecality. The formation
and prospects of the property are prom-
1sing, and development work is being
done and shaft sinking, while machinery
is in cowrse of erection. The monthly
pay sheet is £350, and a 10-head battery
is to be erected with no loss of lime.
Then there is the Black Range G.M. Com-
pany, No-Liability. When I visited their
mine they had a 10-head mill going, but
they had arranged for 20-head of stam-
pers to be installed. [Mr. Troy: The 20
head are workng now.] To the Tth Apnil
last the mine had erushed 19,741 tons for
41,2200zs., or with the slimes and sands,
45,7200zs., giving an average per ton of



Mount Magnei-Bluck Range

20zs. 6dwts. The wages paid averaged
£23400 per annum, or about £2,000 per
month. This property whiech was origi-
nally known as Hack’s, was purchased by
Mr. Hans Irvine for £10,000, and the
first erushing yielded l5o0zs. per ton.
Summarised, the returns from these dis-
tricts ave as follows:—For 1906 the yield
was 35,4200zs., valued at £150,455. The
total yield from 1894 fo the 31st August,
1907, has been 95.3460zs., valued at
£195,004, The increase from end of 1905
to the end of 1906 was 18,727ozs. of a
value of £79,547, while the yield from the
Ist January of this year to the 31st Aug-
ust was 30,9590zs., an inerease over the
corresponding period of last year of
11,514 ounces. There is certain other in-
formation in regard to the other districts
I need not now mention, especially as the
Minister for Mines will speak later on,
also the member for the distriet (Mr.
Troy). On the 30th June there were
379 men working aboveground, 480 men
working underground, and 113 diggers
making 972 employed in the district in
connection with the mining industry.
Some idea of the extent of the mining
carried on now in the Black Range dis-
trict is afforded by the following figures
with respect to the monthly pay sheets of
the principal mines:—Oroya-Black Range
£3,000; Sandstone Development, £1,000;
Mauninga Marley, £700; Black Range
G.M, £1,900; Havilah, £1,200; Black
Range (Kohincor} Hancoek’s, £350. I do
not propose te go into all details in re-
gard to the mines and their development
and vields, but I will leave the general
facts whieh I have mentioned to speak for
themselves, feeling sure that they establish
the elaim of this distriet for railway com-
munication. Touching the question of
the railway’s paying or otherwise at the
outset, Mr. Montgomery, the State Mining
Engineer, says:—

“There are few mines that conld be
carried on at a profit outside a radins
of at most 100 miles from the end of
the railway. The whole working of
the mines is profoundly affected by the
proximity or otherwise of a railway,
the actual cost of procuring goods being
often far the least item in the guestion.
The loss oecasioned in every braneh of
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the work by delay in promptly obtain-
ing men, machinery, timber, and sup-
plies of all sorts when suddenly re-
quired is of far more importance than
the mere cost of freights, or even the
cost of supplies. Operations are car-
ried on at a disadvantage with make-
shift appliances pending arrivai of re-
paiv parts and new orders, but while
every practical man realises the effect
of this on the cost of the work, it is
impossible to express it as an average
figure. That there is a very big annual
loss to every outlying mine thromgh
diffieulties and delays of transport is
certain, and the reduction of this loss
through establishment of railways is by
no means the least of the indirect bene-
fits to be credited te them in the
national profit and loss account.
If the 1‘allway were made there would
be a saving in freights on all supplies
brought by rail of about £5 a ton to
Black Range, and £10 a ton to Birri-
grin. It does not take a very large
mine to require 20 tons a month of
various supplies when in fair working
order, and when putting up its ma-
chinery and mill the tonnage is very
much larger, so a saving of £1,200 a
year for such mines at Black Range
or £2,400 a year at Birrigrin would not
be an unreasonable estimate. Mining
supplies are, however, only a small part
of the imports to a district, as domestic
supplies are brought in in much larger
quantities and there would be a great
saving on them aiso.”

There is no doubt the railway is the pion-

eer to open up the country for settle-

ment. To my mind the question is not
so much as to the traffic that is actually
in sight as whether the country to be
opened up gives such promise that there
is reasonable probability that in the near
future it will be able to support a rail-
way, and dealing with the matier from

this point of view, I feel satisfied that a

railway from Mount Magnet to Black

Range is one I can support. In reggrd

to the cost of fransport, at the present

time I may mention that the cost of
transporting stores from Mount Magnet
to Sandstone amounts to £6 10s. per ton;
to Maninga Marley, £7 per ton; and to
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Birrigrin, £9 per ton. The passengers
by coach average eighfeen per week.
Taking an average transport of 595 tons
per month, and 7140 passengers per
annum right through to Black Range, the
estimated gross revénue is £10,741 at

local rates per annum. Taking 60 per.

cent. of this for working expenses, the
net revenue will be £4,297 per annum, or
2.95 per cent. on the estimated cost.
There is no doubt there is every possibil-
ity that this estimate will be consider-
ably exceeded, because it is taken on the
basis of the population there at present,
In addition to the goods mentioned of
which one is able fo get track, there
are many storekeepers at Mount Magnet
shipping supplies direct to Sandstone
and there is no means of ascertaining
what that quantity is. There is also
every possibility that there will be a con-
siderable amount of back-loading owing
to the faet that the firewood in the neigh-
bourhood of Mount Magnet has been
pretty well cut out—[Mr. Troy: Abso-
lutely cut ont]—and at the preent time
they are sending considerable distances
down the railway for their firewood sup-
plies. With the installation of the new
battery for the St. George mine at Mt.
Magnet, there is every possibility that
the amount of back-loading along this
railway will reach a fairly respectable
amount. There is one other aspect of
this question, and that is water supply.
In this district water is obtainable at a
shallow depth, and in the class of coun-
try which the railway will serve, there
is practically a river all the year through.
Members have had an opportumty of
perusing Mr. Montgomery’s report so I
do not propose to give any farther de-
tails, except to say, when recently in the
distriet, on being asked to telegraph what
he thought of the prospects of the dis-
trict, Mr. Montgomery replied :—
“Present inspection confirms report
of last year re Magnet-Black Range
railway., Good progress made; field
considerably extended; developments
st deep levels Sandstone mines gener-
ally satisfactory; Hancoel’s district
much improved; several recent new
finds Maninga Marley distriet; railway
terminus best near Sandstone, but
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would advocate line from East Mount
Magnet approaching Bellchambers and
Nunngarra, unless engineer’s report
very unfavourable. Passed ¢ teams
on road between Maninga Marley and
Magnet; over 50 in trade; recommend
J-head battery Bellechambers distriet.
Cost of carringe Magnet to Sandstone
£6 per ton; average cost firewood 18s.
per cord; next Oroya contract exz-
pected to be 19s, B8d. per eord. Rail-
way will greatly reduece cost mining
timber and firewood. Birrigrin dis-
trict progressing favourably aeccording
to loeal information, but did not visik
it.”

That telegram is evidence that the State
Mining Engineer has been in the position
to confirm his already expressed favour-
able opinicn of the distriet that will be
served by this railway. He has laid par-
ticular stress on the fact that it is essen-
tial for the development of the mines
that mining timber should be proecnred.
Owing to the faet that practically the
whole of the mining tirobers have been
cut out within considerable distance of
Bandstone, it necessarily follows that, un-
less provision is made for securing this
timber from the coast at a less
cost than the present, it must have
the effect of very much retarding the de-
velopment of this district. There is an-
other aspect of the case, and that is that
a considerable agitation has been aroused
with a view to securing the comstruction
of the railway to Black Range from
Leonora. Bul when it is recollected that
the distance from Geraldton to Sandstone
is practieally about one-half the distance
from Fremantle to Black Range wig
Leonora, members will realise when all
the cireumstances are taken into consider-
ation that the coostruetion of the line
should proceed from Mount Magnet.
Most members, I think, generally approve
of the principle that every natural port
is entitled to the trade due to it from its
position, and in this case, if inquiry is
made into the subject, it must be recog-
nised that the trade of that distriet is
due to the port of Geraldton.

Mr. Underwood: Why not start from
Dowerin ¢
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The PREMIER : 1t would cost a fortune
to build a line from Dowerin. You
mean that the line should go straight
north? If the line were built from Dow-
erin, I would pity the people of Black
Range who wounld have to pay the addi-
tional freight; but I scarcely think the
member for Pilbarra suggests that as a
good argument. If he does, possibly
sumeone may sugegest that his district
might be reached from Nannine instead
of building a railway from the coast to
Marble Bar.

Mr, Bath : He suggests starting this
line from Goomalling.

The PREMIEL: Yes; and I say that
perhaps the member for Cue, for in-
stance, might suggest that Marble Bar
would be better served by a railway from
Nannine than from Port Hedland.

Mr. Johnson: For goodness sake, do
nof suggest anything of that sort. If
you do, we will have all sorts of notices
of motion.

The PREMIER: If the railway were
eonstrueted via Leonora as suggested by
some people, the people at Black Range
could still get their goods from Gerald-
ton by vailway and road cheaper than via
Leonora hy railway. The cost is
now £6 per ton from Mt Magnet to
Black Range by road, and £4 per ton by
rail to Mt. Magnet from Geraldton. That
will give members an idea of the railway
charges that wonld be entailed were the
line constructed via Leonora. I have al-
ready given some idea of the amount of
traffic that passes over the road, and
there is every likelihood of its in-
ereasing, aund that the people of
the distriet have every faith in the
locality is evidenced by the faet that
something like £340,000 has been in-
vested within a short distance of the
Sandstone Hotel, and it will be recollected
that quite recently when a land sale was
held at Sandstone 108 lots were sold and
realised a total sum of £15,882, That is
an evidence that the people in that loeal-
ity are satisfied that there is a good future
ahead of it. The Commonwealth authori-
ties also have recognised that fact, as on
Saturday last I had the pleasure of cowmn-
pleting a deal with the representative of
the Commonwealth Government for a
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post-office site for the sum of £450. The
dividends paid by the Black Range Gold
Mining Co. from the 20th January, 1905,
to the 24th August, 1906 amounted to
£23,625 and by the Black Range Mining
Co. £25,250; or a total of £48,875. These
two mines are now owned by the same
eompany, and are known as the Hans
Irvine. At the present time there are
82 stamps constantly working between
Maninga Marley and Sandstone, while at
Birrigrin, Montague Range, some 15-
head are employed. It is satisfaciory to
learn that the average return from erush-
ings in the Black Range district is now
given officially at 1.48 ounces per ton.
Mr. Montgomery has sinee returned from
the goldfields, and has made an exhaus-
tive farvther report. I do not wish to
weary members with it, and later on I
will place it on the table. He says:—

“Speaking generally the district has
developed very satisfactorily, and
though it has not realised the extrava-
gant expectations that were frequently
entertained by many persons a year or
so ago, neither has it given justification
for the pessimistic opinions which one
often hears expressed now.”

There Itave been letters in various news-
papers expressing doubts as to the per-
manency of these fields, but I maintain
that if we are going to stand still every
time a raven ecroaks, Western Ausralia
will never move ahead. We must be pre-
pared to take a certain amount of risk ;
and I feel satisfied that in authorising
the coustruction of this railway the eoun-
try will find it a sound investiment, Mr,
Montgomery farther states:—

“New discoveries are being continu-
ally made thronghout the field, extend-
ing the aren of known auriferous
ground. This anriferous belt may now
be said to stretch, somewhat discontin-
vously, from Mount Townsend on the
north to Coorang {or the Youanne
Well) on the south, a distance of over
100 miles. On this oceasion I did not
vigit the Montague Range portion of
the field, being most concerned with
the development in the larger mines
more immediately to be served by the
proposed railway, but acording to the
information obtained at Black Range
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from residents of Birrigrin and Mon-
tague Range, there was little differvence
in the general position of affairs there
from that described in my previous re-
port. At Sandstone the Oroya-Black
Range Co. have done a large amount of
work on’the Sandstone reef, and have
put up a very fine 20-head battery,
eyanide plant, rock-drilling outfit and
winding plant. and have hecore regu-
lar producers of gold. The Black
Range Co. have also greatly improved
their plant beth for mining and mill-
ing and are doimg good work under-
ground. Both of these mines have
been rumoured to have become greatly
impoverished in the lowest levels. hut
this is not the ease at all, there being
large bodies of payable ore in both in-
stanees opened up in these levels.?

Mr. Troy: The pessimistic
were made by interested parties.

The PREMIER: I would like to make
a point of this portion of Mr. Moni-
gomery’s report:—

“I could see nothing to justify any
fear that the ore in these reefs wanld
not live downwards as well as in any
mines of the State; on the eontrary, it
is of a sort from which one expects
areat persistency, being dense, granu-
lar, bluish-coloured guarlz, carrying
a goad deal of iron pyrites embedded
and enelosed in its substance and as-
sociated with gold.”

That is the report of the State Mining
Engineer, and he also furnishes a table
showing the gold won year by year and
farther information with regard to the
cost of transport to the field and the
neeessity for making provision for sup-
plies of firewood and mining timber. I
may say in this eonnection that provision
has beep made for a large area of coun-
try to be reserved for firewood in the
vieinity—that is, reserved exelusively for
the mines in that locality, so that we shall
not have a repetition of the spectacle wit-
nessed recently in the case of Nannine,
where other distriets secured firewood
which really belenged to Nannine, owing
to its being the eclusest centre to that
forest. Naumine mine-owners had to
send in many eases considerable distances

remarks
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down the railway past Cue—[Mr. Hol-
man: Past Magnet]—for firewood sup-
plies. The point I want to make is that
the mine-nwners at Nannine have to pay
more for firewood now than those at
Cue. On this question Mr. Montgomery
states :—

“In working the larger reefs a gucd
deal of long and heavy tuwmber is re-
quired, and this has now mostly to be
brought from the Midland Railway
line. While ordinary mulga mining
timber is costing the Black Range G.M.
Co. 514d. to 6d. per lineal foot, long
guni timber costs them Zs. 94. per foot.
The Oroyva-Black Range mine in six
week jnst previously to my visit used
heavy timber to the wvalue of £693,
costing over 2s. a foot. The Black
Range G.M. Co's. mining fimber ex-
penditure for the first six months of
the present year is put down in their
published accounts as £357 3s. 5d.7

In conelusion, I should like to say I have
endeavoured to obtain all information
which T expected would be of value to
members in considering this very import-
ant railway proposal; and T think it will
be found, when the matter is given con-
sideration, that the Government are per-
feetly justified in bringing forward the
proposal for the eonstruetion of this line,
which when completed will be the first
section of the link which will unite the
Murchison raihway with the Eastern gold-
fields railway system. During the recess
I had the opportunity, with my colleague,
the Colomal Secretary, of traversing the
country between Leonora, Lawlers, Black
Range, and Mount Magnet, and 1 am sat-
isfied that there is every reasonable pos-
sibility that this line will prove a good
investment for the country. I have en-
deavoured to place before members as
far as possible the mining operations in
the distriet, the traffie which may reason-
ably be expected, the eost of eonstrue-
tion of the railway and other corelative
information; and it is now for members
to say whether they consider this pro-
posed railway, if constrocted, will be in
the hest interests of the State. I have
very great pleasure in moving the second
reading of this Bill for the construetion
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of a railway from JMount Magnet to
Black Range.

On motion by Mr. Holman, debate ad-
journed.

BILL—SALE OF GOVERNMENT
PROPERTY.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 17th Qctober.

Mr. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill): In
regard to this measure, if one admits the
principle which has been adopted by the
Treasurer for the utilisation of this
money, the measmre which he has intro-
duced at once becomes necessary; and, as
was pointed out by him, he is fulfilling
the representations made by the Andit
Department in providing maheinery by
which the money can be properly utilised.
My objection to the measure as it bhas
been introduced by the Treasurer is
chiefly on the ground of the manner in
which the money is unsed. The greater
proportion of the proceeds from the sale
of Government preperty naturally comes
from the sale of property which has been
purchased out of the General Loean
Fund; and when we look up the Esti-
mates, passed not only in 1905-6, but also
last year, we find this money is being
utilised for purposes which hitherto have
been paid for oot of Consolidated
Revenue. In looking over the Public Ae-
counts for last financial year, and com-
paring them with the Statistical Abstraet
which is issued monthly, one will notice
a diserepaney between the returns of ex-
penditure from General Loan Fund in
the Public Aeccounts and that in the
Statislieal Abstract. I was at a loss to
understand how this diserepancy could
arise, and at first thought some mistake
bad been made in one of the publications;
‘but in the Statistieal Abstract the expen-
ditare from General Loan Fund on roads
and bridges and public buildings includes,
in addition to the amount provided on
last year's Estimates, the amount alse
expended from the sale of Government
properties.  So that whoever is respon-
sible for preparing the returns regards
this really in ils essence as loan expendi-
ture. The position is that this money has
heen borrowed, and it is money on which
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we have to pay interest and sinking fund.
In private wndertakings, if one drew on
his capital acount to that extent—sup-
posing a private individual earrying on
any industry had sunk a proportion of
what he had beorvowed in securing a
plant, and later on finding it useless, sold
portion of it with the idea of seeuring a
more up-to-date plant—be would not
use the result of that sale for current ex-
penditure, but he would rather invest it
in obtaining plant necessary to carry on
his business in an up-to-date manner.
But the (Government take an altogether
different eourse; they sell Government
property and utilise the money for the
construction of roads, bridges and publie

buildings.

The Treasurer: Is that not Government
property?

Mr. BATH : The difference is that

these are not reproductive works. Where
a railway is proposed it might be a work
which would return interest and sinking
tund; but this money is not invested in
works of that character, and it means
that the taxpayer is called on to make np
the difference when the money is not in-
vested in works of reproductive char-
acter. The position is that the poliey in-
angnrated in 1905-6 of expending money
in this direction, the first time it has been
introduced since Responsible (Rovernment
was granted, has been taken advantage
of to a greater extent by the present
Government than previously; to the ex-
tent .representing loan expenditnre on
buildings of £122,000, and roads and
bridges £18,000, a total expenditure on
non-productive works of £140,000. This
must involve trouble in the future, and
will mean an inereased call on the ordi-
nary taxpayer i order to pay our annnal
interest and sinking fund bill. And no
one knows better than the Treasurer him-
self that the policy cannot be pursued
for long without involving serions diffi-
culties in the administration of the
finances of Western Ausralia. Probably
the Treasurer acts on the principle that
it is all very well for enrrent needs, and
as far as he and his colleagues are con-
cerned they will not bear the brunt of
the trouble which will come later on.
Looking at the gnestion not only from the
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present condition of Western Australia,
but also from future conditions, and the
hurden that it will impose in the future,
I consider the policy a very unwise one.
I entered a protest both in 1905-6 and
1906-7 against the utilisation of ithis
money in this manner; and it savours of
very unsound finance when we find the
Treasurer reduced to the necessity of dis-
posing of our property in order that he
may make up the deficiency in the revenue
by utilising general loan fand practically
for the purpose of eurrent expenditure.
I strongly objeet to this manner of utilis-
ing it, and while one eannot cavil at the
Bill because, as lie says, it is made neces-
sary by the vepresentations of the Audi-
tor General still the principle involved is
a very unsound one, and one fo which I
am utterly cpposed.

The TREASURER {in reply): The
Leader of the Opposition has made his
remarks rather in opposition to the Esti-
mates and the expenditure of this money,
than to the Bill befare the House. Of
course, 1 admit at onee if we are to hold
the opinion that no buildings and no
roads, and nothing in the shape of publie
works that does not bring in a direct
revenue to the State are to be constructed
out of loan funds, then perhaps his argu-
menis are sound. But I venture to say
anyone knowing the history of Australia
and New Zealand, and the development
that has taken place in the different
States of the Commonwealth in the past,
will venture for a moment to dispute the
right of Parliament to utilise loan funds,
when necessity arises, to carry out neces-
sary public works.

Mr. Bath: They have grown wiser since
those days, after their disastrous experi-
ences.

The TREASURER: That may be; if
the system is abused it only follows thaf
those who abuse it grow sadder and wiser
men. We have not, up to the present
stage, anywhere approached an abuse
of the system of ec¢onstrneting public
works out of loan funds.

Mr. Bath: We did without it until
1906.

The TREASURER: No, we did nof.
I had some ficures to show what had been
expended out of loan funds on works of
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this deseription, but I have mislaid them,
unfortunately. 8o far back as 1888 in
the bistory of Western Australia, the sum
of £60,000 odd was taken from loan to
make good the deficiency in the revenue.

Mr. Bath:
Government.

The TREASTURER: On two oecasions
sinee Responsible Government, nay, on
several oceasions, very econsiderable ex-
penditure  (speaking from memory)
amounting to about £350,000 or more has
heen utilised in this way., In Sir John
Forrest’s time, in the early years of Res-
ponsible Government, moneys were ex-
pended from loan on buildings and roads.
If one had the figures of the Eastern
States, members would see that many
millions of money, I venture to say some-
thing near 30 wmillions, have been ex-
pended from iloan funds on works of
this deseription that the hon. member
now takes exception te. In New Zealand
the public works aceount is kept alto-
gether apart from the fact as to whether
the funds were raised by loan or eome
from revenue; and in addition to that,
from time to time when they have a sur-
plus they transfer some of the money
from revenue, and construet works from
that aceount. Tf my memory serves e
aright, liere again some 8 millions of loan
money or pearer 10 millions have been
expended on roads, bridges, and bunildings
in New Zealand from this aceount which
is so lavgely composed of loan wmoneys.
Of conrse it is very easy to say we should
not utilise this money, but what does the
hon. member snggest in place of it? So
far back as four years ago the sam of
£60,000 odd has been accwmnuiating to
this trust account, for the reasons I ex-
plained complicating the accounts, and,
they eould not continue to keep them if
they had to give credit to the loan items
for these sales that take place from time
to time. True, it is the proceeds of pro-
perty which has all had to be purchased
out of loan moneys, but what does the
hon. member suggest in place of this?
I suppose he suggests that we should take
the proceeds of the sales of Government
property and redeem certain portions of
our loan indehtedness.

I mean sinee Responsible
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My, Batk: Or put it in another repro-
ductive work.

be TREASURER: What is the posi-
tion? We bave sinking funds which arve
accumulating at a very rapid rate to
mature all our loans, praetically at the
date of maturity. These sinking fands
range from one per cent. to three per
cent., and in addition te that the hen.
member would take the proeeeds of Gov-
ernment property sales and redeem our
loan indebtedness in addition to saddling
the current year's expenditure with the
amount of the interest and sinking fund.
That would be overrating the matter en-
tively.

My Bath: If you expended too much
money on non-productive works, the
sinking fand would be a burden.

The .TREASURER: We are not ex-
pending ton nwch. We are saving a
large amount tn the State in utilising the
money in the way I suggest. Admitting
we must have these buildings, for no one
wants to see these school buildings which
are to be provided out of this fund left
unbuilt; admitting that we must spend
the money, and admitting if we have neot
the necessary vevenue to spend on these
buildings, will the hon. member suggest

that we should do away with these school *

buildings because at the present juneture
we have a shrinkage in the revenne and
eannot build them. I do not think he
would, T do not think he would be a party
to such a suggestion, therefore we should
constrnet the buildings from loan funds,
providing from the consolidated revenue
the necessary interest and sinking fund.
If we are doing that we are doing all
that is expected of us at the present time.
To go farther; if we redeem part of our
loans with this £60,000 or £70,000, what
would be the result® I should have to
@0 to the market to raise farther loan
money for the purpose of ecarrying ont
the necessary huildings; I should lose be-
tween three per ecent. and four per cent.
in the operation; I should have to take
the £70,000 which T have lying at the
Treasury and redeem certain Government
debentures, or inscribed stock, with the
one hand, and then go baeck to the same
people again for money, losing three per
cent. or four per cent. in the transaction.
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Would that be good finance? I say it
would not. The position is safegnarded
to this extent, the whole thing is under
the control of Parliament, and the effect
of passing the Bill only enables the
aceount to be kept in proper style in the
Treasury, while it has been kept illegally
up to the present time. We should
authorise the account to be kept in this
style, and it is for Parliament to say how
the money will be expended when dealing
with the Estimates. If members in their
wisdom say we shall not expend the
money, that it shall lie in the Treasury,
then they have to vote against the Esti-
mates which have been submitted. But
if they view it in the same light as they
viewed it last year when I submitted my
Estimates, they will pass the Estimates as
indicated and the money will be spent
in the ereetion of school buildings, and
in the eonstruetion of certain roads. I
hope the Honse will see with me that in
passing the measwre they are doing no
harm, for the matter is entirely in their
own hands to deal with when the Esti-
mates are under consideration,
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitee.
Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, the
report adopted. )

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1907-8.
In Commiltee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day, Mr.
Daglish in the Chair.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT AND ADMINIS-
TRATIVE BRancHES: (Hon. F. Wilson,
Treasurer).

Vote— Treasury, £12,103:

Inspection of Liquor in Licensed
Hounses—Item, Chief Inspector, £300:

Mr. HOLMAN: People ¢omplained
that much of the liquor sold, especially in
out-back places, was of bad quality.
Would the inspectors be instruncted to
visit sueh places?

The TREASURER: The inspectors
were doing excellent work. Since the
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beginning of the financial year Chief In-
spector Lee had visited the North-West,
and it was intended that he should travel
wherever hecessary to see that the Act
was complied with. Even on the gold-
fields only a few remote centres had not
been visited; and they would be reached
in due course.

Mr. Holman: Any convictions?
The TREASTURER: Yes.

Mr. BATH: Visitors to Perth eom-
plained that the quality of the liguor
here was far worse than on the goldfields.

Tender Board Salaries—Iiem, Inspec-
tor of Clothing, £175 :

Mr. JOHNSON: What were this
officer’s duties? Did he enforce the pro-
vision against sweating in Government
contracts for the manufacture of police
uniforms? Such a condition was imposed
by FExecutive Counecil minute.

The TREASURER: The inspector’s
chief duty was to see that goods were
according to sample and specifieation;
but he had alse a general supervision, and
it would certainiy be his duty to report
anything in the nature of sweating eon-
trary to the terms of the contract.

Mr. JOHNSON believed that when be-
fore the seleet eommittee on sweating
the inspector said it was not his duty to
enforee the conditions of the econtract,
but merely to see that the proper material
was used. Would his duties be exlended ?

Mr. TAYLOR: In the past, at all
events, the inspeetor had never been in-
structed to deal with sweating, but merely
to see that material and workmanship
were according to sample and specifica-
tion. He (Mr. Taylor) when Colonial
Secretary, added the duty of seeing to
the fit of police uniforms. When the
Tailors and Tailoresses’ Union eom-
plained to him of sweating he had to use
the detective force to investigate the eon-
ditious, and found Government contract
work being finished in the homes of the
workers. The inspector had no power,
and could not give any information. His
powers should be extended to deal with
sweating, which, it is said, was worse now
than when the select committee sat last
year.
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Generally, with Incidentals, £2,200:

Mr. BATH: There was an increase of
£411 in the incidental expenses. The
Treasurer shounld set an example to other
Ministers instead of increasing the cost
of administration.

The TREASURER: The increase was
brought about by the inelusion of items
which, were previously charged to other
votes. The cost of printing the finaneial
retirns and the Estimates was included
under this item for the first time. amount-
ing to about £230, also £112 for an
adding machine whieh lad been author-
ised and would bring about a saving in
office labonr. There was alse the expense
of inangurating the eard system of keep-
ing accounts, whieh meant an immediate
increase of expenditure but an ultimate
saving.

Inspeetion
Houses, £300:
" Mr. STUART: The inspection in re-
gard to spirits on the goldfields was some-
what erude. Stricter inspeetion should
be insisted on. There were many com-
plaints, for instance at the Kalgoorlie
racecourse, against the quality of the
spirits sold.

of Liguor in Licensed

[ Discussion on Tender Board System.]

Tender Board Ineidentals, £1,000:

Mr. HOLMAN: TFor years one firm in
the plumbing trade i the metropolitan
area had seeured nearly all the plumbing
work of the Publie Works Department,
No tenders had been ealled. Only within
the past few months, when attention had
been drawn to the matter, had the Mini-
ster promised some alteration. But how
had it been possible for one firm to get
work fo the extent of thouSands of pounds
without tenders being ealled? Plumbing
work worth £5 was not always required
in a huorry, and tenders should he adver-
tised to give every firm the opportunity
of securing the work.

The MINISTER ¥FOR WORKS:
Attention had been recently drawn by one
of the plumbers in Perth to the fact thai
practically the whole of .the jobbing
work had been given to one firm; and
having gone into the matter, he (the
Minister) had then given instructions thai
a list of competen{ plumbers was to be
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drawn up and that all urgent work was to
be given tothe firms on this list each month
in turn, while for small jobs that were
not of an urgent nature quotations were
to be obtained from the different firms
on the list, and for big works tenders
were to be called. That was the system
now in vogue. The state of affairs in
the past was not suitable, and immedi-
ately attention bad been drawn to it the
matter had been rectified.

Mr. BATH called attention to the
following paragraph in the report of the
£x-Commissioner of Railways:—

“In the purchase of stores and
materials, T regret very much that the
system of Tender Board, ete, has not,
in my opinion, been of henefit to the
Department, and would not be tolerated
by any business firm desirous of keep-
ing out of the Bankruptey Court.
From time to time, to the various
Governwents under whom I have had
the honour to serve, representations on
this matter have been made. I under-
stand that new arrangements are now
under consideration, and I trust that
some more satisfactory secheme will be
evolved.”

‘That was a severe indietment of the
Tender Board.

The TREASURER : The Tender Board
was doing excellent work, and had put
"the system of purchasing goods for the
State on a sounder footlnﬂ’ than it had
been in the old days when millions of
pounds worth of plant and goods of
every description were purchased through
the Ament General’s office, often without
the formality of tenders being -called.
The system was in the old days for cer-
tain firms to be on a list as approved
manufacturers, and if anything was ur-
gently needed a cablegram was sent home
and these firms would be asked to put in
prices. The inauguration of the Tender
Board was a new era in this respect, and
the board did excellent work. The Gov-
emment would not now revert to the old
system, and had given instructions that
tenders should be called for all require-
menis. Tenders were called in London
and Perth simultaneously, so that our
own merchants, manufacturers, and
agents had the chanee of doing business
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Of course certain goods at times had to
be specified, and the ex-Commisstoner of
Railways took advantage of that when-
ever he thought it necessary; yet tenders
were called for these speeial lines through
the Tender Board so that merchants and
others ecould tender for them. Perhaps
there might have heen a little delay at
times, but if the ex-Commisssioner of
Railways had locked far encugh ahead
for his requirements there would have
been no cause for complaint in that res-
peet. In fact the. delay of the depart-
ment in  getfing out specifications of
their requirements was often move serious
than the delay oeceasioned by the Tender
Board.

Mr. MALE: What would be the posi-
tion of the Tender Board when the new
Stores  Department was inaugurated?
Would it not he portion of the duty of
the Stores Department to look after in-
denting or purchasing stores?

The TREASURER The report of the
speeial board appointed to consider the
question of the stores was contained in
the amnual report of the Public Service
Commissioner. The recommendation was
that the Tender Board should have eon-
trol of the stores.

Mr. STUART: The Publie Service
Comnissioner in his report had made the
following remarks with regard to the
Tender Board Regulations:—

“We find the Tender Board Regu-
lations clash with the -Audit Act and
the Treasury Regulations thereunder.”

At 6.15, the Chairman left the Chair.
At 7.30, Mvr. Hudson took the Chair.

Mr. TROY : During the past 12 months
the fact that certain eontractors had not
heen earrving out the eonditions with re-
gard to the employment of Asiatics had
been brought under his notice. One of
the regulations provided that no person
who employed Asiatic labour should be
given a tender to supply Government
departments, but as a matter of faect this
regulation was being ignored. He recol-
lected the case of a person who secured
a tender for supplying forage for horses’
belonging to the Police and Mines Water
Supply Departments. It was ascertained
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that the forage was taken from the head
of the line by teams driven by Afghans.
The Tender Board asked for an explana-
tion of this, and the contractor replied
that the order for forage was supplied
from his store by white labour, and his
eart notes showed that the goods were
carted from the nearest railway station
by teams driven by white persons. It
was an easy natter to get a cart note
fixed wp. He would be glad if the
Treasurer would inform him what the
exact regulation was and whether it pro-
vided that no person could have a Gov-
ernment contract who employed Asiatie
labour in any shape or form; or did the
reculation not go so far as to prohibit
goods being carted from the head of a
line to any ecertain district where they
were wanted, by Asiatie labour.

Mr. TNDERWQOD: The same thing
that the previous speaker had referred to
existed in the Pilbarra distriet, and the
successful tenderer for forage largely
employed Afghans to cart his stuff. Com-
plaints had been received from the other
tenderers with regard te this matter, for
they had tendered on thé understanding
that all work should be done by white
labour. The suceessful tenderer was
practicaliy ecarting all his stuff through
the medinm of Afghans.

The TREASTRER: Although he was
not in a position then to say whether the
statements made by the members were
absolutely ecorrect, he believed that the
storekeeper in question was having his
goods carted by Afghans who controlled
camel teams. He was not conversant with
the exact wording of the conditions of
the tender, but he should say that it pro-
bably stipulated that the successful ten-
derer should not employ Asiaties. By
that he thought it was meant that the
contraetor should not have Asiaties in
his employ or on his pay-sheets, but he
would not construe it to mean that the
contractor should not allow his goods to
be conveved from the head of the line to
his store by camel feams. It would he a
very diffieult matter to follow up every
article in a store and to know how it
was ecarted to that’ store. The Tender
Board were not responsible, as they called
tenders under the ordinary conditions of
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contract and the eontract was eoncluded
under those conditions. If there were a
breach of these conditions it was a matter
for the department obtaining the goods
to look into.

Mr. TROY : The only tenders let by the
department were for forage, and it would
be easy to trace the way in which the
forage reached the contractor. The man
who got the tender for the forage to
whieh he had referred, secured it on the
understanding that he would have all the
goods carted by white labour. Despite
the faet that he was supplying the goods
divect from the store by means of white
labowr the forage was carried over the
greater portion of the distance it had to
travel by Asiatic labonr. TWhat was the
use of having a regulation if it was not
enforeed? The regulaton said that the
sueeessful  contractor must not uti-
lise  Asiatic labour at all.  The
Treasurer had just said he did not
know  what the conditions were,
but surely he should be in a position to
sapply that information to the House.
If Asiatics were to be allowed to cart the
forage the regulation might just as well
be struck out altogether.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The question
was whether the forage was to be handled
by Asiaties or not. Fodder could be pur-
chased on the North-West coast for £6
or £7, but when it was needed at Marble
Bar or Nullagine it cost an additional
£10 or £12 per ton to eart it, therefore as
the Afghans had the earting work they
received more money for the artiele than
anyone else, and surely therefore it could
be said that the work was being done by
Asiatic lahour. The whole question re-
auired looking into in view of future
tenders. There should be a drastic regu-
lation inserted, providing that the fodder
should not be handled at all by Asiatics.

Mr. SCADDAN: Some time ago the
Stores Inquiry Board was appointed, and
in their report recommended that a stores
manager shonld he appointed to work
out the scheme whieh they had formu-
lated. Judging from the Estimates, how-
ever, no provision was made for ike
appointment of such an officer, and le
wonld ask the Governmeni whether they
intended to eomply with that and the
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other recommendations of the board. Up
to now no notification had been given
as to the intentions of the Government
with regard to the report.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The
stores question could not be discussed
under the present item.

Mr. SCADDAN was speaking now
on the item “Incidental,” and surely
that enabled comment to be made con-
cerning the Stores Inquiry Board.

My. TROY: The Tender Board had
certain conditions inserted in their ten-
ders, and it was hoped that by carrying
out those conditions sweating would be
abolished in connection with Government
contracis. 'The select committee which
had inguired, into sweating in a previous
session were unanimous that some other
conditions were needed to provide against
sweating. Did the Treasurer intend to
allow the present conditions to continue,
and were contracts to be taken as they
had been in the past?

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The hon.
member was out of order. The item re-
lated to office expenses.

Mr TROY: There were dozens of
people in the State employed in Govern-
ment work earning only a sweating wage,
and he intended to take every opportn-
nity of making that knowledge prominent.
If the Government advertised certain con-
ditions they should see that those condi-
tions were carried out.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN had
already ruled the member out of order.
He should not permit this discussion.

Mr. ANGWIN: What method was
adopted in placing hefore merchants the
materials required for certain work? A
little while age tenders were called for the
supply of spring steel. The price ten-
dered was £25 per ton. This steel was
of a superior quality to that required.
Some time afterwards tenders were called
for springs manufaetured, and the tender
for one eclass of springs was £15 per ton
and for another class £19 per ton, show-
ing that owing to the manner in which the
tenders were drawn up the cost of the
raw material was greatly in exeess of
the manufactured article. The Tender
Board required a launch. They first in-
speeted a launch in the State and after-
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wards put in the advertisement the exaet
size and speed of the launclt which they
had inspected as that required by the de-
partment. The launch inspected meas-
ured 31 feet long, 6 feet § inches beam,
2 feet 6 inches draught, and the speed
was 7 knots. The advertisement for the
supply of a launch asked for a launch
not less than 30 feet long, 6 feet 8 inches
beam, 2 feet 6 inches dranght, and 7
knots, exactly the size of the launch in-
spected.,

Mr. Johnson:
launch ?

Mr. STUART : Tendets were called by
the Tender Board for the earriage of
pulice supplies in out-back distriets, and
according to the tender form with which
business people in the back country were
supplied the material had to be bandled
by British labour. Why were not the
conditions complied with, and the mate-
rial handled by British labour? If the
conditions were not carried out the con-
tracts should be caneelled.

Mr. SCADDAN: Did the Treasurer in-
tend to pass by the charges made by the
member for Hast Fremantle, who had
pointed out that a certain launch had
been inspected, the dimensions {aken and
then tenders called for a launnch of the
exact size of the one inspected, thus pre-
venting other persons from tendering?
Perhaps the Minister for Works might be
able to explain this matter.

* The Mindster for Works: Those were
the minimum dimensions,

The TREASURER: The question of
this steam launch was threshed oui last
year. The member for Kast Fremantle
had made no charge whatever against the
Government. The complaint was that a
certain launch had been inspeeted and
found suitable for the purposes of the
department, but not satisfied with it and
the price quoted, tenders were ealled for
a steam launch of a similar size, not less
than a certain length and a certain bears.

Mr. Bolton: There was no other launch
in the State of that size. '

The TREASURER: If tenders were
called for a launch of not less tban 30
feet in length, that gave everyone a
chance of tendering for the supply of a
launch above 30 feet in lengh. If there

Was that Mr. Moss's
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was no other launeh in the State of that
size hut this one, the Government were not
responsible for that. Were the Govern-
ment to blame for purchasing a launch
that ecame up to departmental require-
ments? If, as alleged, the Tender Board
paid £25 for spring steel, they paid too
much. Buat sach off-hand statements
could not be aecepted without proof.
Whenever possible the Government would
purehase goods manufactured in  the
State.

Mr. ANGWIN: It was said that a cer-
tain brand of imported steel was speci-
fied, thus giving local makers no chance
of tendering. As to the launch, he had
not alleged any irregularity; but the ten-
ders called for a launch of definite dimen-
sions except in regard to length, and
similar to the launch already inspected.
This was unfair, for when so many
launches were available, all the owners
should have a chanee.

The Treasurer: Then other launches
were available?

My, TROY: Did the Tender Board ar-
range for the insertion of all Govern-
ment advertisements in the daily papers?

The TREASURER: The adveriising
elerk in the Treasury arranged the dis-
tribution and the prices of advertisements,
but each department supplied its own
subject matter.

Vote (for Subdivisions 1 to 8, Treas-
ury £12,103) put and passed.

[Discussion on Care of Aborigines.)

Vote— :1borigines, £5,500:

Mr. TROY : Since the passing of last
year's Bstimates inspectors of aborigines
were appointed. By whom were they
appointed, and were they nnder the juris-
diction of the Public Service Commis-
sioner?

The TREASURER.: Two travelling in-
spectors had been appointed temporarily
by him (the Treasurer) on the recom-
mendaiion of the Chief Protector, shortly
after the new Aect was passed. Subse-
quently the Commissioner pointed oul
that the matter should have been arranged
through bim, and the inspectors were
then instructed to fill up the usnal appli-
eation forms. The inspectors had done
excellent work. One of them, Mr. Isdell,
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an ex-inember of this House, of great
experience in the North-West, had covered
some 2,000 miles in his otlicial journeys,
and reported that the aborigines as a
whiole were fairly well treated. Mr. Far-
tidve, the other inspector, who had visited
the stations in the Vietoria, Gaseoyne, and
Ashburton distriets, also reported favour-
ably. 3Mr. Isdell was now at Broome,
having inspected the whole of the North-
West. Venereal diseases amongst the
aborigines gave great trouble to the
Government; and Bernier and Barrow
Islands had been temporarily reserved for
loek hospitals. For this purpose £2,000
was provided, thus swelling the vote to
£3,5000, in addition to the £10,000 pro-
vided by statute. Bernier Island had
already been inspected by Mr. Fartiére,
and the inspector was now on his way to
Barrow Island. The islands, if found
suitable, would be converted into hospi-
tals, and the Mediecal Department wounld
take over the administration, as it was
not economieal to have two sets of medi-
cal officers. The funds wonld be pro-
vided from this vote. Relief was admini-
stered to 996 crippled, aged, or desti-
fute natives, and cost £7,946. Grants to
institutions such as mission stations, for
the care and education of aboriginal and
half-caste children, amounted to £1,974,
and the bhalanee of the expenditure for
the year, which totalled £13,964, repre-
sented eclothing, medical atendance, the
cost of defending native prisoners, trans-
port, etcetera, including the distribution
of blankets, which some people thonght
did not eonfer much benefit on the natives
The Government looked for good resunits
frem the labour of the inspectors,

Mr. HEITMANN: The Treasurer was
trusting to the inspectors; but what abont
the Aborvigines Department in Perth?
Who was its head? How many officers
were there, and how was the money
spent?

Mr. HOLMAN: The Treasarer’s state-
ment was neither important nor enlight-
ening. It seemed strange that the re-
ports of the inspectors and of the depart-
ment were not tabled. The information
available as to the expenditure of money
in relieving the aborigines was frequently
insufficient.  Allowanees were made to
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certain squatters. At one station near
Bangemall a squatter was entrusted with
the means of assisting forty natives; but
there could hardly be so many in the dis-
triet. In faet, in all the goldfields where
allowances of this kind were made, not
twenty per cent. of the natives there a
few vears ago conld now be found'; yet
the same number of blankets, for inst-
ance, were provided. The inspectors might
well investigate this matter. This de-
partment was one of the most unsatisfac-
tory in the service, Not fifty per cent. of
the money went in relieving the natives,
The lock hospital onght to do good.
Venereal diseases could best be prevented
by not permitting Asiatics to have access
to the natives. The diseases were not
confined to the natives of the North-West.
They existed also among natives on
the goldfields. Was anything being done
to prevent their spread there? Apparen-
tly the condition of the natives was
worse than before, and measwrss should
be taken to make the declining years of
the natives better. The report of the
Aborigines Department was not before
members this year to enable them {2 sce
how the money had been expended by
the department. It would seem there was
some motive in withholding the report.

Mr. GULL: If members from the back
country saw where the department was
being despoiled by the squatters of the
money doled out for the natives, why did
they not report it? Any complaint
would be looked into. If the Government
would not take notice of complaints the
pressure of publie opinjon would eompel
them to do so. He would ask the
Treasurer if there bad been any reports
of the shocking misdoings of the squat-
ters in robhing the country of the few
pounds provided for the natives. Of
course there were none, but there was
always the tendency on the part of mem-
bers opposite to throw stones at the
squatters.

Mr. BATH: The hon. member's lecture
would have been more reasonable had
some instance been given whera mem-
bers of the Opposition had thrown stones
at the squatters. The member for Mur-
chison had been referring to what hap-
pened on the goldfields, which was dis-

[24 OctoBzR, 1907.]

Aborigines. 867

tinet from what happened in the squat-
ting districts. We would not have satis-
factory adininistration in the Ahorigines
Department until there was some gentle-
man in eontrol located in a central place
where the nccessities of the department
were greatest. Recently a member of
the House of Commons had asked a ques-
tion in regard to the neck-chains, and the
matter had been ventilated in a way not
altogether creditable to Western Austra-
lia; and reeently, the Melbourne Crimi-
nologieal Society had sent him (Mr.
Bath) a communication making inquiries
into the same subject. He had sceured
information from the Treasurer on the
subjeet to send to the society, but the
faet that there was a difference of
opinion on the matter should make us
watchful to remedy any abuses that wight
exist so that we could reply on matters
where eritieism was not aetnally justified.
In the last report of the Commissioner of
Police the Commissioner dealt with this
snbject and said:—

“On the subjeet of our responsibili-
ties to natives I desire to say a word or
two in defence of a practice which has
been deemed ecruel by those who hiave no
first-hand knowledge of the matter. I
refer to the system of chaining natives
by the neck. I strongly support it.
There are only three other ways of
seeuring natives, any of which upon
examination will appear less humane.
than the present method.”

Dr. Roth who reported on the condition
of the natives must be credited with frst-
band knowledge of the natives.

The Premier: Very little.
did not go off the coast.

Mre. BATH: Dv. Roth had many years’
experience and an intimate knowledge of
the natives in Queensland, That gentle-
man in his report made reference to the
question of neck chaining and said :—

“Authority for this is to be found in
No. 647 of the Police Regulations,
which states that ‘the practice of chain-
ing them by the neck must not be re-
sorted to except in cases where the
prisoners are of a desperate character,
.or have been arrested at a considerable
distanee in the bush; or when travelling
by sea, they are near the land to which

Dr. Roth
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they belong, and it is necessary to

adopt special measures to secure them.

Even then the practice must not be

adopted if it ean be avoided.””
Also:—

“Your Commnissioner recommends the
aholition of neck-chains and their sub-
stitution by wrist-cuffs, one prisoner’s
right hand being connected by chain to
his neighbour’s left. All the officers in
charge of the thrée North-Western
gaols admit that by this method the
transport of prisoners eould be effected
in safety.”

Farther on Dr. Roth said:—

“Though the Comptroller General
of Prisons has no legal authority for
nsing neck-chains at all, and there are
no regulations as to weight and mode
of fixation, he has nevertheless given
instructions for their employment in
the case of natives, His predecessor
gave similar instructions.”

Yet we had it on the authority of the
Commissioner of Police, who must act on
the advice of the people of the North,
that neck-chaining was the inost humane
system, and that only those who did not
possess first-hand knowledge of abori-
gines were opposed to the system. Be-
tween the opinion expressed by Dr. Roth
and that expressed by the Commissioner
of Police there was a great diserepancy;
but seeing that the weight of evidence,
that of Dr. Roth and that of officials
in the North, was against neck-chaining,
it would seemr we were rather unwise in
inviting adverse eriticism in Australia and
the old country by continuing the system
to whieh expert opinion was opposed. It
was unfortunate we did not have the re-
port of the Aborigines Department giving
the opinion of the Protector of Abori-
gines. and showing whether the Govern-
ment had gone into the matter to really
decide which was the more advisable of
the systems.

Mr. EWING: With regard to the ap-
pointment of a sneeessor to the present
Chief Profector of Aborigines it must
not be forgotten that the gentleman who
was now on leave had done great service
to the country, was of advanced years,
and would probably retire from the posi-
tion before long. “When his snceessor

[(ASSEMEBLY.]

Aborigines.

eame to be appointed the Government
should see that he travelled right through
the North-West and studied the habits of
the natives for himself. The new man
would have to be a good administrator.

Mr. UNDERWOQOOD: The Treasurer
had stated that good work was being done
by the inpectors; but he got that know-
ledge from the reports of the inspectors
themselves, and they would not be likely
to be anything but commendatory of their
own efforts. The guestion of building
hospitals was certainly a step in the right
dirvection, and if they were erected and
worked properly the whole of the vote
for the aborigines would be justified. At
present a large proportion of the vote was
wasted in administration and the natives
got very little of the money. They had
heard of the great work that Mr. Isdell
had done by travelling 2,000 miles, but
after all it was not a big undertaking
considering that e cceupied a year over
it. A man could walk 100 miles in a
week, and the trip might well be done in
20 weeks. He had discussed with the
present Chief Protector of Aborigines
questions affecting the natives, and had
come to the conclusion that that gentle-
man knew practically nothing about the
ahorigines. It was waste of publie
money to pay a salary to a man who was
supposed to look after somthing he knew
nothing about. One did not desire to de-
tract from the other merits of the Chief
Protector, but he certainly knew nothing
about the habits of the aborigines. They
should have an officer in that position who
understood the subjeet.

Mr. H. BROWN: With regard to the
neck-chain guestion he differed altogether
from those who objected to it. He had
had experience of the natives in South
Africa and could tell members that in
comparison with them the aborigines here
were most leniently treated. In South
Afriea the natives were practically eivil-
ised, and yet in the former place they
ised and yet in the former place they were
chained by leg-chains which were
riveted on them and were kept there some-
times for six or seven years. No outery
had oecurred in Sonth Africa with regard
to the treatment of the natives. Dr. Roth
was the greatest humbug the State had
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ever imported, and one was pleased to see
that the Government took so little notice
of lis reports that they carried out hardly
any of his recommendations. The future
Protector of Aborigines should go far
more among the natives than the present
oue did, and then he would be able to
speak from his own personal knowledge.
The TREASURER: The Chief Protec-
tor of Aborigines (Mr. Prinsep), who was
now on leave, would retire from the ser-
vice at the termination of his leave. He
was one of the most humane men he (the
Treasurer) had ever met. [Mr. Heit-
maun: Quife right, bat he did not know
his business.] Mr. Prinsep did his best
and he had the interests of the natives at
heart, and he did everytbing he possibly
eould to relieve those who were destitute,
etippled, aged or blind, or suffering from
disease. The Chief Proteetor had always
done his level best, and although perhaps
that best might not meet with the ap-
proval of all members, still there were
very few men who could fill that position
satisfactorily to every member of the
House. Tt was a very difticult post to
fill because of the neecessity to employ
outside aid in the distribution of relief.
Ever since he had taken® charge of the
depavtment he had tried to put a check
on the distvibution of rations and eloth-
ing, hut up to the present he lhiad been
unable to get a satisfactory solution of
the diffieulty. He had to trust to the per-
manent residents in the distriets and
others who distvibuted the relief to the
natives and who sent in the retiwns. Some
check was provided by the travelling in-
spectors, for they went round the stations
and saw for themselves approximately
the number of natives being relieved. He
was again going into the question with the
Auditor General whom he had asked to
advise as to the best gystem to adopt for
checking distribution of relief. It meant
an expenditure of £5,000 a vear and care
should be taken to see that this large sun
was properly and usefully expended. He
was sorry that the member for Pilbaira
had endeavoured to helittle the efforts of
Inspector Isdell, for he was a man whom
every member esteemed. All kmew that
he would honestly earry out his duties.
The journey he had taken of 2,000 miles

s
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was no small undertaking, It was idle to
say that a man could walk 100 miles a
week in such country, and in the gireum-
stances connected with Mr. Isdell’s case,
where he had to visit every centre, make
inquivies to see that those in charge of
the natives were carrying out their
duties, inguire as to complaints, etcetera,
As to the neck-chaining the Leader of the
Opposition had asked what the Chief
Protector thought of it. That officer
was distinetly in favour of neck-chains
as being more humane and causing less
injury to the natives themselves than
either the leg-chains or wrist-chains. By
the neck-chaing thev were able to use
their Jimbs while making the long marches
trom inland to the coast. Both the wrist-
chains and the ankle-chains had to be put
on so tightly that chafing was set up and
subsequently this broke ouf in soves. The
neck-chaing, on the other hand, could be
worn eomparatively lightly and as they
only weighed seven pounds for four
prisoners a native had only to earry a
weight of about one and three-quarter
pounds, which practieally depended from
his  shoulders. The Commissioner of
Police was eorrect when he said that the
neck-chain was preferable either to the
ankle or wrist ehain. [ Bath: Was a
statement to that effect sent to England?]
Yes; one was sent through the Governor
in response, to a commnnuoication from
Lord Elgin. He had also arranged with
Mr. Prinsep, when in London, to inter-
view the Imperial authorities and explain
pevsonally the whole of the system and
the reason why we in Western Australia
preferred that svstem to either wrist or
ankle-chains.  The position of Chief
Protector would be vacant very shortly,
and the Government were now inquiring
as to the best person te fill the position.
It was desired that a man should be oh-
tained who could travel through the
country more than the present Chief Pro-
teetor had been able to do. A younger
man was needed and the Public Service
Commissicner was now making inquiries
and would shortly make a recommenda-
tion in regard to filling the vacancy at the
termination of Mre. Prinsep’s leave of ab-
sence. There wa= an idea of amalgama-
ting two existing oifices. bur that idea
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Ihad not vet matured. As soon as pos-
sible the appointment would be made,
first temporarily, and if it worked well
the person would be appointed perman-
ently to the position. Every care would
be taken by the PPublic Service Commis-
sioner in making inqguiries to see if he
could get a good officer to replace Mr.
Prinsep.

Mr. HOLMAXN: Why had not the re-
port of the Aborigines Department been
placed before Parliament? The member
for Swan had complained of Lahour
members throwing stones at the squatters,
but after reading the evidence given be-

fore Dr. Roth, evidence taken from
magistrates, police officers, and gaal
officials, there was guod ground for

throwing stones at the squatters.

The Minister for Mines: When at
Marble Bar Dr. Roth was offered a con-
veyance to take him to Corunna Downs,
but he refused to go.

Mr., HOLMAN: No one could go on
any run without seeing many half-caste
children. As to the distribution of relief,
on several occasions he had pointed out
that the squatters always returned the
same namber of natives on their runs as
receiving relief. Mr. A, W. Edgar on
the De Grey always returned 25 females,
aged, crippled and diseased. and 25 males,
and he received assistance for these. At
& place called Bangemall, a squatter year
after year returned 20 erippled natives to
whom relief was distributed. The totals
never varied, Grave dissatisfaction ex-
isted in regard to some of the protectors
o the goldfields arveas. A little while
ago there was a disturbance at Wiluna,
the inspection was not good. If the Go-
vernment expended this money they
should see that it was spent on the natives
and did not go to the pockets of those who
were supposed to distribute relief.

Mr. UNDERWOOD did not desire to
helittle the efforts of Ar. Isdell, bhut to
travel 2,000 miles was no feal whatever.
The Minister for Mines travelled several
hundreds of miles when he was in the
North. The inspector was on the road all
the time and had a pack horse with him.
He agreed pretty well with the report of
Dr. Roth, but neck-chains in certain eir-
cumstances were necessary. He pro-

[ASSEMBLY.]

Aborigines.

tested, however, against working the
natives on the roads with neck-chains on.
It was necessary to use the neck-chains to
bring natives in from the bush, but the
natives shounld not be kept continually on
the roads ehained by the peck day after
day and year after year. It was brutal
and degrading to work these men contin-
nally with the chains on. The natives
when brought in should be kept in gaol,
and if the gaol was not strong enough for
them the Government ought te build one
which was strong encugh.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It was
a step in the right direction to appoint
protectors to look after the interests of
the blacks in the” West and Nor’-West
portions of the State. As to the work
beinz done by Mr. Isdell, be (the Minis-
ter) had an oppovtunity of witnessing
that officer’s work and hearing from him
what he was doing. It was rather early
yet to look for gzood results from his work
as his appointment was only a recent one;
but from the enthusinsm manifested in
connection with this work he was satisfied,
knowing the humane quatities of the
officer, that good was bound to result. In
eonnection withh the report of Dr. Roth,
when in the North he was informed that
Dr: Roth made no effort to tind out the
condition of the blacks on the sguatter’s
runs. It would be wise if we conld ab-
solutely prohibit blacks from getting inte
seaport towns and mining camps. At
Port Hedland, and other Jarge centres,
and in mining centres, the conditions were
degrading. As to the treatment of the
blacks by the squatters, Dr.” Roth was
asked speecially to go to Corunna Downs
station to see the condition of the natives
there; he was offered horses and a drag,
but he refused to go because he said he
might see something whieh he would not
care 1o see. The complaint he (the
Minister}) received from most of the
squatters was that Dr. Roth made no
effort to get any first-hand information as
to how the blacks were treated at the
stations. From his visits to the stations,
as far as he could judge, the natives were
treated in a verv generous manner in-
deed, He did not believe in the system
of indenturing natives; the blacks should
be as free as other people; if they desired
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‘o work for squatters they should be al-
lowed to do so, but they should not be tied
down to any period of time. If he (the
Minister} had his way the indenture
;system would be done away with. At
one place he saw the natives paraded three
times a day to receive their rations, and
from the condition of these blacks they
had been kindly looked after for many a
long day. He was pleased that theve
was to be some new blood in connection
with the administration of this depart-
ment. We should have someone who
should he compelled to travel throughout
the country and see how the proteetors
.and their assistants were doing their work.
The officer’s centre should be in Perth, for
there were blacks to be eared for through-
out the Eastern Goldfields, at Encla, on
the Murchison, as well as in the Northern
portion of the State. As to the neck-
«hains, he saw some G0 natives at work
at Roebourne, and he came to the con-
-elusion that the neck-chain was the most
humane methed of safeguarding the
prisoners, for it must be remembered the
natives were wild and untutored, and
if an opportunity of escape presented it-
self the majority would take advantage
-of it. Only two warders were in charge,
they had firearms and ne doubt if a black
gol away fthe warder would five at him.
From watehing these natives for half an
hour he was satisfied that the neck-chain
was the safest method that ceould be
adopted for keeping the prisoners. He
-saw natives repairing a road, they had to
wheel the material a short distance, and
the men were of a good stamp, mostly six
feet, solid fellows, and he did not think
any harm resulted from their doing the
work. He did not know what work could
he found for the natives inside a gaol, and
certainly it was better for their health to
he working outside than to bhe confined
within the precinets of a prison.

Mr. STUART wished merely to em-
phasise the fact that Mr. Prinsep’s sue-
cessor could not do his duty withount
travelling. When in Queensland Dr.
Roth was highly efficient, and if he de-
terjorated here, mmust have deteriorated
_quickly. He was not the man to drive
in a four-in-hand to a station, after ad-
vertising his visit, so that he might see
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the miggers in their holiday garb. Awny
inspeetor or protector who went in that
style would not see what wonld be ap-

parent to the ordinary visitor. The ad-
ministration by Mr. Prinsep was the
greatest farce ever perpetrated. The in-

evitable disappearance of the aborigines
from the face of their country should be
accompanied by a minimuam of cruelty.
From various statements he (Mr, Stuart)
had received, verified by aflidavit, it ap-
peared that certain Governments rations

“and blankets sent to stations for distribu-

tion amongst the blacks did not reach
their proper destination. In the elee-
torate of the Minister for Alines a recent
incident showed hew the blacks were
protected: for they were starving, and
some prospectors threatened to take
action unless the blacks were relieved so
that the looting of camps might cease.
The expenditure of this large vote should
he so supervised that the maximum
amount might be spent in relieving the
aborigines.

Mr., TROY: The Aborigines Act,
passed by the Rason Government, pro-
vided for reserves om which, aceording to
Dr. Hicks, then Colonial Secretavy, the
natives were to he placed under the care
of a superintendent, and employed i cul-
fivating tropical producis. Why was
not this done, as in the Bast, where in
one instanee an island was yeserved for
the natives, who grew produce for their
own support? No reserve could carry
enough game to keep the aborigines there-
on. Sheep and ostrich farms might be
stavted. Though he had years of experi-
ence with squatters and station people,
he had only onee seen a hlackfellow badly
treated by a squatter. On stations blacks
were not called on to do very arduous
work. The majority of protectors ap-
pointed were squatters m police officers.
The appointment of any protector found
ill-treating natives should be cancelled.

The Yreasurer: Such appointments had
been cancelled.

Mr. TROY : All native prisoners should
be allowed to work, for the good of their
health. The niggers should neither be
treated like those of South Afrieca. nor
like spoilt children, but punished jusily
for any wrongs they committed. Partien-
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larly on the goldfields the safeguards pro-
mised in the Aborigines Protection Act
had not been forthcoming. A competent
Chief Protector could easily be found in
the State, and he must reside in the North,
near the majority of the aborigines and
particularly the tribes most diffieult to
deal with.

Mr. ANGWIN: Though the Minister
for Mines {Hon. H. Gregory) was a mem-
ber of the Government which appointed
Dr. Roth, Le accused the doctor of not
properly earrying out his duties. Why
then was he appointed? The Public Ser-
vice Commissioner, on page 13 of his re-
port, complained that if Ministers took
advantage of the provision for appoint-
ing temporary employees, it would be im-
possible to reduce the number of civil ser-
vants. The Minister who introduced the
Public Service Bill spoke of entrance ex-
aminations, both medical and educational.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
was not in order.

Mr. ANGWIXN: But the Treasurer said
he had appointed two inspeectors tu he
paid out of this vote.

The CHAIRMAX: The Lon. membher
was not in order in reading a speech de-
livered on the Publie Serviee Bill. The
speech eould not bind the Treasurer,

Mr, ANGWIX : It showed the intention
of the House as to the appointment of offi-
cers. Lvery qualified person in the State
should have an opportunity of applying
for anx vacanev in the service. He had
merely referred to the speech to enlighten
the Minister. The Public Serviee Act was
framed to take away many of the powers
Ministers previounsly enjoyed with regard
to appointments to the public service;
and no officer could be appointed now un-
less he was qualified. We might as well
save the Commissioner’s salary if appoint-
ments werg made without reference to him
or if his recommendations were not to he
earvied out. How was it possible to con-
trol the service if we allowed Ministers to
override the Act? They should eomply
with the Aet which was framed for their
guidanee. With rezard to this vote the
Protector of Aburizines was certainly en-
titled to the lonz leave he was enjoying,
but the Minister shonld see. when the new
appointwent was made. all those persons
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qualified to fill the position had the oppor=
tunity of securing the appointment,
Vote put and passed.

Vote— Audit, £7,544,

Mr. BATH: Last year, when this was.
being discussed, refersnee was made fo the
necessity for having the annual report of
the Anditor General before members when
we were diseussing the Estimates, and it
was suggested that the report should be
presented as soon as possible after the
House met. However, this year the re-
port had not yet been presented, though
the Treasurer had promised he would en-

deavour to have it laid on the
table early in the session. TUnless
members had the opinion of che

Auditor General on financial matters
they could not deal with the Estimates
properly. A matter for regret was the-
constant bickerng between the Railway
Department and the Auditor General's.
Department; as was evideneed by the
strong comuments made by the Commis-
sioner of Railways in the last report of’
the Railway Department. The Comnis—
sioner of Railways practicallv said that
the Auditor General’'s Department was a
confounded nuisanee. This was what
Mr. George said:—
“The Audit Department of the State
has, to this department, been a source
of trouble instead of assistance, and
come friction has eonsequently ensned.
While this 1s to be regretted perhaps
for the State, there remains the com-
pensation that as no fear exists in the-
Railway Dapartment, no favour is
likely to be shown by the Audit De-
partment. At the same time, nothing
hut trivial technieal differences and
queries have really arisen, and these the-
Railway Department would have heen
only too happy to alter to suit the re-
quirements of the Auditor General, if
that officer had made lknown whai he
required.”
It would be in the interests of both the
departments if this bickering eeased. The
Treasurer should endeavour to get sowme
more amicable arrangement hetween the
two departiments.

The TREASTRER : Tt was unfortunate
there shonld be hickering between these
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two important departments; but now Mr.
George had retired, a lot of the friction
would probably cease. Notwithstanding
the possesgion of many pood qualities, Mr.
George was somewhat short-tempered,
and {id not like to gzive way on any point.
If one eould explain the treatment the
Auditor General said had been meted out
to him, members might understand the
position better. However, ail the Auditor
Gieneral wished was to earry out the duties
of his responsible office, and he would
probably wet that opportunity now. The
report of the Auditor General wounld be
ready before the end of next month; but
in no year had the report been made avail-
able for members while the Estimates were
being considered, unless it happened that
the Estimates were being discussed at the
end of the year. It was only last year
for the first time that the report for the
tmmediately preceding vear had heen
Iaid on the table daving the convse of the
session. There was a lot of work to do
after the accounts were closed. Even yet
all the aundits were not complete.

Mr. BOLTON: There was an inerease
of £20 for the Chief Inspector, Was this
an inerease bhronght about by the publie
service classification?

The Treasurer: Yes,

Mr. BOLTON: Why was it necessary
to increase the staff of inspectors Lrow
six to ten.

The TREASURER: The number had
not been inereased, but owing to the ve-
organisation brought about by the Publie
Service Commissioner’s elassifieation, two
inspectors previously under the tempor-
ary, clerical and other assistance item,
had been transferred to the permanent
staff; and two clerks had been successful
in their appeals, and were appointed
Junior inspectors.

Vote put and passed.

Progress reported at this stage of the
Treasury FEstimates, and leave given to
it again.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 9.30 o'elock,
until the next Tuesday.
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Tegislative Council,
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Questicn: Land P TL:.S Pase
}3111: “:i'n.vlgl:::mn cht T:l:ndlg%i?rlilam.?k g‘.?'g

FPublic Henlth, Report of sel. com, sresented 376

Registration of Births, Deaths, and luges
Amendment, Com. reported 376
Sale of Government Property, 1x. 376
Motien: Standing Orders Amenpmant s to
Laypsed Bills - 373
Adjournment of House, Rnyul Show ... 376

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4,30 o'clock p.m.

Prayers.

PAPER PRESENTED
By the Colonial Secretary: TFilter beds
on  Burswood  Island— Correspondence
between the Government and MMre J.
Davis re the installation.

QUESTION—LAND PURCHASE AT
SPENCER'S BROOK.

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD (for Mr.
Throssell) asked the Colonial Secretary :
1, Have the Government purchased, or are
they about to purchase, land at Spencer’s
Brook 7 2, If so, what is the area and’
the price of such land, from whom pur-
chased, and for what purpose required 2

The COLONTAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, Avea: 12 acres 2
roods 1 perch. Price £125. Purehased
from Herbert William Haneock. Pur-

pose : Enlargement of station vard.

BILL—NAVIGATION

MENT.

Introduced by the Colonial Secretary,
and read a first time.

ACT AMEND-

MOTION—STANDING  ORDERS

AMENDMERXNT, LAPSED BILLS.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL (Metropoli-
tan-Suburban) : In moving this mution, I
shouid like to explain that T am actuated
by only ane desire, which I think should
actuate all hon, members, that of render-
ing as perfect and as efficieni as possible
the wachinery by which Parliawent has
to preduce its legislation.  For wmany
vears pasf, when at the end of a session
those Bills whieh are known as the



